
 
Unami Middle School 

Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
May 1, 2015 

 
1. Mrs. Lang, Principal, began the meeting at 9:00 a.m. with 6 parents, Mr. Murtha, 

Assistant Principal, and Mrs. Houpert, guidance counselor, in attendance.  Parents were 
welcomed to the meeting. 

 
2. Mrs. Lang shared a photo of students enjoying pretzels and comradery during Resource 

at the conclusion of last week as a celebration of their determination and focus during 
PSSA testing.  Mrs. Lang shared how proud she was of all students, as 7th and 8th graders 
took the tests seriously and with focus, and 9th grade students handled some classroom 
and schedule adjustments in a positive manner and were respectful towards the testing 
students (e.g. keeping their volume down).  

 
3. Mrs. Houpert shared the schedule and workshop offerings for the upcoming Mental 

Health Fair for 9th grade students to be held on May 20.  Examples of workshops will 
include:  “When Girlfriends Turn Mean”, “Stress Management and Relaxation 
Strategies”, Cutting and Self-Harm”. 
 

4. Mrs. Lang and Mr. Murtha escorted the parents to Mrs. Caldwell’s 7th grade science 
classroom to meet and learn about the chicks that recently hatched (via incubation) in 
her classroom.  Mrs. Caldwell talked to the parents about how students participated in 
the process and what they learned (e.g. challenges of hatching; initial days of growth 
and care; next steps/location for the chicks when they leave the classroom). 
 

5. Back in the auditorium, Mrs. Lang shared an update on the district technology initiative 
and its impact on Unami, including Dr. Weitzel’s recent visit to Unami to see the new 
technology in action.  Most classrooms now have up to date Smart Boards and 
projectors; nearly all should have them by the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year.  
The next step in the initiative is to place more student laptop carts in the schools, so 
students and teachers have greater access to them for classroom use.  Mrs. Myers’ 7th 
grade English classroom is currently piloting use of a cart of new HP computers in her 
classroom. 
 

6. Mrs. Lang shared a renovations update, which revolved around an updated locker room 
area to include more functional changing, storage, shower area, and team rooms.  She 
also shared that the outside portable classrooms, which have not been in use for the 



past 2 school years, were recently removed, creating more field space and a better 
aesthetic appearance outside of the building. 
 

7. Mrs. Lang shared the upcoming (May 2) and final Link 2 Unity event for the 2014-2015 
school year.  This event will be held jointly with Tamanend at Tamanend from 8:30-
11:00 a.m.  All students who were not previously invited were invited to sign up for the 
May 2 date.  We were able to accommodate nearly all those who signed up and put a 
handful of understanding students on the list for our next session in the fall.  Mrs. Lang 
then shared that she and Mr. Murtha intend to utilize “linked” students in one way by 
creating and meeting with an advisory board to discuss school climate and 
approaches/strategies to make it as positive and accepting as possible beyond what 
already exits. 
 

8. Mrs. Lang closed out the meeting by sharing a video clip she plans to use with students 
in the near future.  The clip referenced the film Pay it Forward and highlighted the 
message of helping others that we want to send to our students.   
 

9. Mrs. Lang and Mr. Murtha thanked the parents for their help and volunteerism in the 
building this year, including the upcoming Teacher Appreciation Week, as well as recent 
help with Relay for Life inventory. 
 

10. Mrs. Lang thanked the parents for their attendance, and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

 


